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Forecasting risk is still a challenge

Optimism, yet corporate cash heap grows

Managing risk still fairly low-tech … for now

What top risk factors 
could affect your 

company’s earnings?

Although the C-suite is optimistic about 2018 overall, 
recent surveys suggest they remain cautious due to 
a number of external factors that could affect company 
growth and earnings. 

of U.S. CEOs feel 
confident about their 
company’s growth1

of U.S. CEOs feel 
confident about the 
economy’s growth1

of U.S. CFOs say 
corporate tax reform is 

helping their companies2

Cybersecurity Disruptive tech

Environmental/
climate change

Nationalistic policy
(e.g., trade)

Operational risk

Tax law changes and
resulting unknowns

How to use 
excess cash

Talent acquisition 
and retention

Outside factors 
(e.g., market volatility)

Decisions about 
M&A

75% of companies say forecasting risk is 
as challenging or more challenging than 
three years ago4

54% think it will only get harder4

Top 5 risks affecting earnings 
in the next three years4

(Percent of survey respondents)

97% Spreadsheets 83% ERP systems 66% Risk assessment/
risk tracking tools

77% Distributed 
ledger/blockchain

76% Artificial 
intelligence

67% Robotic 
process automation

At the end of 2017, U.S. corporate cash levels were 
5% higher than the previous year5

In Q1 2018, U.S. companies also increased their cash levels 

of companies held larger balances for 
cash and short-term investments at 
the end of Q1 2018 than at the end of 
Q4 20176

When businesses are optimistic, 
they put their cash to work. When 
uncertain, they may hold on to it.6

Tools and technologies 
companies currently employ 

to help them manage risk4

But companies are also 
exploring new tech4

65% Strategic risks 
(e.g., related to 

competition, industry 
disruptions)

52% Cyber threats 36% Political and 
regulatory unknowns

37% Disruptive 
technology

34% Financial risks 
(e.g., credit, liquidity, 

interest rates, FX)

$1.8 trillion (2016)$1.9 trillion (2017)
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